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LOWELL SCHOOLS: We’re on the Move...

Dear Community,

Is anyone ready for some actual construction to take place? I sure am! We completed our preconstruction walk-
throughs with the General Contractors and are ready to break ground soon. I can’t believe all the planning is fin-
ished and now it is time to start this great process that will allow our schools to rise to a whole new level.

A lot has happened in the last two weeks with the bid numbers coming in, selecting the Contactors and recommend-
ing to the board our action plan. Our recommendation included selecting Bridgeway Construction for all of our ele-
mentary school work and Bineham Construction for the Jr/Sr High School renovation and new gymnasium. I am
looking forward to working with both companies and seeing the results that we have awaited the last 1-1/2 years.

I want to thank our School Board for having the vision to take this district to the next level. Our plan is to complete
everything that was on the list, in order of priority, including:

e Campus Security (fencing, cameras, doors, etc.)

e FElectrical and Plumbing infrastructure throughout both schools

e New Gymnasium and converting our current gym into a cafeteria / performing arts venue

In addition to the above, the Board accepted our recommendation to use some reserves we have been saving up the
last couple of years to build a new wrestling room connected to the gymnasium. This decision will impact the re-
serves to the tune of $685,000 and T commend them for seeing the need to complete this part of the project even
though bond dollars won’t cover it. Although the next few years will be tight with regard to the budget, this pro-
ject is well worth it and will benefit students and the community for many years to come.

Although staff will be inconvenienced, they will be able to work during the construction. The Elementary school
portion should be done around August with the remainder to be completed in summer of 2020. We can promise
that all involved with this project will work tirelessly to ensure we not only get the most bang for our buck, but that
everything is done in accordance with the extremely high standards we have come to expect from the district.

We will have much more information coming out next month regarding the building program and the progress that
has been taking place. As you see trailers parked on campus, tractors begin to move ground, buildings start to take
shape and organized chaos throughout the district, just know that it will all be for the greater good of the commu-
nity. Also, I want to give a special thank you to the City of Lowell. Their staff have been instrumental in helping
out with this whole process and continue to work with us to ensure that all i’s are dotted and t’s are crossed!

Arshad Wahedna said: “Humans are like an ever flowing river of fresh water. We stagnate if we stop progress-
ing.” I can guarantee, the next year will be the opposite of complacency and stagnation as we keep our firm vision
of progression in all aspects. The “idea” that started in 2016 is coming to fruition and not only are we on the move,
we are well on our way!

Sincerely, Johnie Matthews, Superintendent, Lowell School District

Junior High Students of the Month

Hannah Carlisle is a great student. Her parents are Jeremy and Caryn Carlisle. She always has a smile and works
hard on keeping her grades up. Hannah likes playing basketball, swimming and playing with her dogs. In her free
time she likes to hang out with friends, play the piano and French horn,
and church activities. Justin Hern is a
great student. His parents are Steve and Brandy Hern. He is always po-
lite and has a great attitude. Justin keeps his grades up and works hard.
His favorite activity is piano lessons. In his free time he likes to ride
" bikes and hang out with friends.

Congratulations to Hannah and Justin on being selected as
students of the month for Lowell Junior High!
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Lowell Varsity Baseball

Lowell is 4-3 in league play with five games remaining. Members st
include: seniors Ian Sotomayor, Mason Wendt, Justin Corp, Carson
Gardner and Kent Mclntosh; junior Josiah VonDoloski; sopho-
mores Shane Reid, Chamber Schnee, Nicky Sotomayor and Dillen
Biggs; and, freshmen Odin Sinnett, Sam Smith, Raymond Fass-
bender, Josh Gehrman, Evan Keller and Matt Carlisle. Head coach
Kody Eidenschink is assisted by Patrick Aldinger.

Varsity Track

| This year’s squad is setting personal bests each week and scor-
1ing lots of points, in spite of the new, more challenging 2A
league. Members include: seniors Autumn Howell, MacKenzie
Smith, Tyson Brasfield, Gabe Carroll, Andrew Hinrichs, Jacob
Neet, Ian Sotomayor and Jason Stratis; juniors Lily Bonomo,
Angelee Cobiskey, Owen Chapman, AJ Devereaux, Andy
Kintzley, Brian Lemon and Taysian Williamson; sophomores
% Audra Chapman, Summer Huey, Katie Chapman, Nyah Jalof,
~ @ Bernie Anderson, Tristan Garcin, Timmy Stratis, Carter Wendt

1 and Aidden Williamson; and, freshmen Ashlee Brooks, Starlynn
Looney, Andrew Bardis, Wahkaime Benson, Enoch Carroll, KJ
Howell, Octavion Mooers, Alonzo Pierce, Deacon Savio and Austin Smith. Head coach Brian Chittim is assisted by
Jill Chapman.

Junior High Varsity Track

At 53 participants, this is the biggest JH track team &
ever! They are doing well, competing against big-
ger schools that bring a higher level of competition.
Members include: 8th graders RayLynne Cantwell,
Vaeda Crawford, Lydia Plahn, Beauden Asher,
Aric Coleman, Danner DeBusk and Adon Shal-
berg; 7th graders Elizabeth Able, Kameron Baszler,
Kiahna Baszler, Kelly Scharff, Lindy VonDoloski,
Joshua Bedilion, Keegan Corrigan, Mason Corwin, Gabe Dorelien, Caden Durfee, Rowan Files, Hayden Graham,
Taylor Horton, Ben Silebi, Alex Stratis and Tyler Yearous; 6th graders Gracie Aldinger, Sophie Anderson, Eilyahna
Asher, Jada Cantrell, Emma Cobiskey, Elizabeth Green, Jalein Hinton, Isabella Peterson, Jewl Pierce, Ellie Pruitt,
Kadie Silebi, Julia VonDoloski, Aiden Albright, Paul Clark, Dayson DeBusk, Harley Hardison, Jonathon Howell-
Davis, Ashton Moncrief, Ryan Pelroy, Hayden Savio, Elijah Scharff and Colton Wendt; and, 5th graders Marley
Plahn, Lily Savio, Alyssa Wilcox, Saul Clark, Tanner Corwin, David Finch, Callum Plahn and Alex Sotomayor.
Girls team head coach is Jessica Coleman and Boys team head coach is Brandon Chittim. Other volunteer assistants
include Brad Asher, Chelsea Chittim, Cody Brooks, John Coleman and Dan Goss.

Lowell High School Drama presents...

Event: Property Rites - a Short Drama by Alan Haehnel

Dates/times: Thurs. May 16th, 7 pm; Fri. May 17th, 7 pm; and Sat. May 18th, 2 pm matinee
Location: LHS Black Box Theater (Rm. 11, next to the main parking lot)

Donations will be accepted, to support the development of the LHS Drama Program.

Synopsis: Kyle Macmanus has invested millions in a high-tech work of art -- seven human-figure INWAN
sculptures programmed to perform thousands of movements, monologues, dialogues, and more.
But just when Kyle is about to sell the sculpture, it malfunctions; the figures are alive. As each one
struggles to achieve autonomy, they begin a fatal race against their desperate owner's destructive
plan.
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Lowell Music Keeps On Rolling

This spring has been another amazing season of off-the-charts success for the musicians of
Lowell High School. In March, the LHS Band competed in the OMEA District 12 and
Willamette Valley Concert Band Festivals, once again receiving the highest scores of any
participating ensemble (regardless of school size) and making a fourth straight OSAA State
Finals! They will play for a State Championship on Friday, May 10th, at Oregon State
University's LaSells Stewart Center. LHS performs at 9:45am and would love to have sup-
porters in the house! Tickets are $8 at the door.

Not to be outdone, the LHS Choir followed suit in their own district festival on April 3rd, also outscoring all com-
petitors (regardless of school size) and making a third straight OSAA State Finals. OSU hosted this event on April
29th, after this publication went to press; huge congratulations to Lowell's singers for their successes! Of special
note this year, Lowell was the only 2A/1A school in the state -- public or private -- to qualify for both Band and
Choir State Finals. In addition, with the LHS Brass Ensemble competing for an OMEA Chamber Ensemble State
Championship on April 26th, Lowell completed an incredible "hat trick" of qualifications that has likely never be-
fore been achieved by a public school of our size! Truly amazing stuff.

Other events of note in April included Lowell hosting the annual Mountain West Music Festival on April 12th. Our
amazing community and school staff put together a fantastic day for 300 students from nine different schools. Stu-
dents performed for their peers and received expert instruction from University-level music directors, and the event
culminated in a well-received public concert which featured all students performing together! This event also fea-
tured our Lowell Junior Choir and Intermediate Band, who both set the bar for all junior high performers in atten-
dance.

Members of the Junior Choir were also invited to perform at this year's Metropolitan Choral Festival at the Hult Cen-
ter on April 23rd. They sang wonderfully in a combined choir with students from other local junior highs, and were
then treated to performances by more than a dozen high-school choirs. Among them was our own LHS Choir,
whose moving performance was the talk of the festival.

As for Lundy Elementary, save the date for Wednesday, May 29th. The spring musical, "The Science of Stuff," de-
buts at 7:00pm in the LHS Gymnasium. We'll see you at the show!

Senior Decision Day

On April 17th, at an all-school academic assembly, thirty-two seniors de-
clared their path to success by sharing college, trade school and military
choices. Karen Cardwell, Aspire coordinator, announced their scholarships
and grants amounting to over $368,000. GEAR UP coordinator Jeanie May,
GU teacher and staff team, Principal Kay Graham, and Aspire team were also
recognized and thanked for their many contributions.

Can Drive Location Change

The Senior Class will continue to collect returnable cans and bottles the first Saturday of each month. Please bring
your donations to the Staff parking lot on the south side of the high school, not the main parking lot. Thank you!
Lowell Community Preschool Fall Openings

There are still some openings for pre-kindergartners ages 4 and 5 for this fall. The 3-year-old class is full. For infor-
mation and a registration form, please check out www.lowell.k12.or.us/preschool.

Spring Plant Sale and Open House — May 17th and 18th

Don’t forget to come get your garden starts and other plants on Friday, May 17th from 3:15- 6:00 p.m. and Satur-
day, May 18th, 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. at the Greenhouse, located on the Lowell High School campus next to the
bus barn.
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City of Lowell Places 2" in Water Competition

On April 17, 2019 the City of Lowell took part in the 12™ Annual American Water Works Association Cascades to
Coast Best Drinking Water Contest at the Willamette Event Center in Albany. Water samples were scored on a scale
of 1 to 30 by a panel of five judges in three categories, which were odor, flavor and aftertaste. All entered water sam-
ples were set at the same temperature and sampling was done randomly using the blind taste test method. The City of
Lowell placed 2™ out of 11 water systems entered, followed by Bend in third place and first place went to the
Springfield Utility Board.

Lane County Opens Locations for Storm Debris Disposal

Recognizing the need for residents to have locations to dispose of storm debris caused by the February snow event,
Lane County is opening four locations for free disposal of downed trees and limbs in areas that were the hardest hit
by the storm and are not served with local wood recovery/recycling options. Three transfer stations (Rattlesnake,
Marcola, and Oakridge) and one temporary site in the Fall Creek area will be open on three Saturdays for disposal
from private residences. Hours of collection will be 8:30 a.m.— 4: 30 p.m. on April 27, May 4, and May 11.

Locations: Rattlesnake Transfer Station (82572 Rattlesnake Rd.), Marcola Transfer Station (38935 Shotgun Creek Rd.), Oak-
ridge Transfer Station (48977 Kitson Springs Rd.) and, Fall Creek temporary stockpile area (Milepost 2 on the north side of
Place Road)

Accepted Materials: Not accepted:
Trees, branches, limbs only Lumber or other building wood waste, yard trimmings,
garbage, material from commercial entities

Lowell City Council Actions

At the April 2nd special meeting, the following action was taken:
e Approved Resolution 716—FY 2018/19 Supplemental Budget. Approved 4:0, Councilor Stratis absent.

At the April 2nd work session, the following topics were discussed:

¢ Public Works Equipment Acquisition—Tractor for the Public Works Department

e Public Safety Report—Services provided, survey results and future goals

e Agenda Management and Tablet Training—Tablets and training for the Mayor and Councilors

At the April 16th regular meeting, the following actions were taken:

e Approved fence placement at a distance less than 15 feet, Council establishing distance to be one foot from the
high bank. Approved 4:1, Mayor Bennett opposed.

e Approved the purchase of a tractor in an amount not to exceed $46,000.

e Approved the purchase and installation of a standby generator in an amount not to exceed $15,000.

e Approved the Intergovernmental Agreement for Striping Services with Lane County.

¢ Approved the Intergovernmental Agreement with Lane County for Right of Way Special Event Permits.

e Approved the 2019 Small City Allotment Agreement.

Except as noted, motions were approved 4-0; Councilor Angelini not present.

Monthly Police Log (March 23—April 26)

Date Time Call Type Location

03/23/19 7:41 PM Dispute 100 Block North Cannon Street
03/25/19 3:08 AM Alarm 100 Block South Pioneer Street
03/25/19 10:53 AM Alarm 200 Block South Pioneer Street
04/03/19 8:08 PM Theft 100 Block North Alder Street
04/05/19 1:50 PM Reckless Endangering 300 Block Marina Vista Drive
04/10/19 8:44 PM Theft North Moss and East Second Street
04/14/19 3:08 PM Welfare Check 400 Block East First Street
04/14/19 6:49 PM Alarm 200 Block South Pioneer Street
04/16/19 8:12 AM Civil Problem 100 Block West Fourth Street
04/16/19 11:08 AM Theft 100 Block South Pioneer Street

Please report suspicious activity and tips to the Lane County Sheriff’s Office (LCSO) by phone at
541-682-4150 or 541-682-4141. For a crime in progress or other emergency always dial 9-1-1.
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FROM THE LOWELL FIRE DISTRICT By Chief Lon Dragt

The last couple months have brought some severe weather to our area. These events have given us the in-
sight to see areas that we can improve. The Lowell Rural Fire Protection District will be working with the
City of Lowell as well as the Lowell School District to see how we can provide better service in the future
in case of any other event.

The Lowell Rural Fire Protection District has nearly completed Station 2 garage. We are looking forward
to hosting a Grand opening in late June. We are currently working on the staffing for Station 2.

The Lowell Rural Fire Protection District is working on putting together a Public CPR Course. The class
will take between 4 — 5 hours and will cost $70 per person. This is the up-to-date AHA CPR class contact
the Lowell Rural Fire Protection District 541-937-3393 to get your name on the list. The AHA CPR card
is good for two years.

The Lowell Fire District is committed to help provide the tools, information and encouragement to prepare
for wildfire and reduce their risk of wildfire in our community. Here are some steps to take around your
home:

1) Remove dead or overhanging branches. During the windy conditions that exist during a wildland fire,
flames, sparks and firebrands could travel from the tree to the roof of a structure.

2) Remove leaf, moss and needle accumulation from your yard. Leaf and needle accumulation provide
fuel for a wildland fire.

3) Remove leaf, needle and moss clutter from your roof and gutters. During a wildland fire, flying embers
could ignite this material on the roof and/or in the gutters.

4) Remove tall, dry grasses. Tall, dry grasses provide a path for fire that can lead directly to your house.

5) Remove "ladder fuels". Prune tree limbs so the lowest is between 6' - 10' from the ground. Fire burning
through tall, dry grass could ignite these limbs and climb to the top of the tree with relative ease.

6) If you have one, check your generator, water system and hoses to be sure they are in good repair. A
wildfire could affect electrical power to homes. Refuel garden equipment carefully. Yard equipment
needs annual maintenance and proper fueling. Hoses develop leaks and deteriorate with age and expo-
sure. During wildland fire season, fuel your lawn mower properly --away from dry, flammable grasses.

7) Prune bushes and shrubs regularly. Remove excess growth as well as dead leaves and branches to de-
crease their flammability, and the threat they could pose during a wildland fire. Dispose of cuttings and
debris promptly, according to local regulations.

For more tips and advice on making your home and property “WILDFIRE SAFE”, contact the district of-
fice at 541-937-3393 or go to www.lowellfiredistrict.org for more information.

Middle Fork Willamette Watershed Council: May 8th Property Tour

Join the Middle Fork Willamette Watershed Council for an exclusive opportunity to learn from a local wildflower
expert on her own property! On May 8th from 5:15-7:30 we will be touring the property of Tanya Harvey as she
guides us through the native plants that she has seeded throughout her property. Tanya, and her husband Jim, have
lived on this land for 25 years and have dedicated a significant amount of their time and money to restore their prop-
erty.

We worked with them to help restore their oak woodland and savanna habitat through a grant from the Oregon Wa-
tershed Enhancement Board. Tanya is an artist, designer, and plant lover who has been in love with plants for as
long as she can remember. Her knowledge of local plants is as deep as her love for them and we are excited to be
able to share this with you. Join us in exploring this unique property and seeing all the diverse habitats that it offers.
Registration is required and spots are limited so please visit middleforkwillamette.org/events to register.
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In and Around Our Community

Dexter Lake Farmers Market

The Dexter Lake Farmers Market in Lowell opens in
Rolling Rock Park from noon until 4 PM on Sunday
June 2.

Once again this year we will feature local goat cheese
by Sherie Reyna, owner and manager of Fern’s Edge
Dairy in Dexter. Also Mary Webb will also be selling
cheese cakes made of the “chevre” as goat cheese is
called. Come on down for these delicious products.

Come shop, eat, and visit with friends and neighbors
as you enjoy the live music. The Fiddling Big Sue
band is scheduled for the first market, and June 9 we
will hear the Lowell High School band.

Also on June 9 we will have a “jobs fair” with local
job offerings appropriate for high school students and
graduating seniors. Your senior may find an interest-
ing summer job in the local area.

A market planning meeting will be held from 2-4 PM
on Sunday May 5 at the Lowell Fire Hall. All are
welcome. You can support your local farmers mar-
ket by buying your market membership at that time.
The sale of memberships helps with the cost of pre-
paring for the new season. Please help us out by be-
coming a member. The cost is $15 to $50 on a slid-
ing scale.

Hope to see you Sunday May 5 at 2 PM at the fire
hall and Sunday June 2 at Rolling Rock Park between
noon and 4 PM.

The Blackberry Jam Festival Gears up for its
25th Year — July 26, 27, 28

If you would like to be part of this year’s celebration,
volunteers are always welcome. Whether you like to
plan activities ahead of time or volunteer onsite dur-
ing the festival, there are many opportunities for you
to get involved and make this the best year ever!
Committee meetings are held on
the 2nd Tuesday of each month at %ﬂ

N

7:00 p.m. in the Lowell Grange, 51 il
East Second Street. é(l);%(berry Jam

Festival

Quilt Show Looking for Entries

It’s time to start thinking about entering your quilt in
the BBJ Quilt Show. Please call Teri Harter at 541-
968-9079 with any questions you have.

Join the Grange Amateur Radio Emergency
Network

When disaster strikes, cell phones go down. We saw this
in the recent Snowpocalypse, when even the town of
Lowell was out of cell phones for almost a week, and
out of power for five days. Communications are essen-
tial, but we almost never have it when we really need it.

Amateur Radio is the go-to, stand-alone communica-
tions network when cell phones go down, and when a
disaster occurs. For over 75 years, Amateurs have
stepped up to the task of providing life-saving commu-
nications for disaster areas worldwide, and thousands of
lives have been saved because word could get out on
radio systems.

Amateur Radio is an exciting hobby as well, and over
822,000 Amateur Radio operators in the United States
enjoy communicating with their own radio, and connect-
ing with their community and the rest of the world.

Amateur Radio is an ideal communications system for
Granges and their members. Rural communications dur-
ing emergencies is essential, and Grange members are
perfect for becoming a resource and connection for the
community around them. Stuck because of snow or
flood or fires? Need a snow plow or chainsaw down the
road, but can't call with a phone? No problem! Just call
for it on the radio!

You need to get trained and licensed to operate an Ama-
teur Radio and become a HAM. Licensing is only 15
dollars, and free training can be done over a weekend.
You get a unique call sign, and an official FCC license.
You can then operate a radio on certain frequencies allo-
cated to Amateurs for use, and be part of the Amateur
Radio Emergency Network.

We can ask Lane County Sheriff Search and Rescue
Amateur Radio Operators to be part of the network, as
well, so we have direct access to officials for assistance
and information during a natural disaster. But we can't
solely rely on the authorities to help us. We need to be
able to help ourselves and our neighbors, especially here
in rural areas. We need a radio communication network
that works when all other communication is down.

For those interested in being part of the Grange Amateur
Radio Emergency Network, come to the Lowell Grange
Open House on May 18, from 12-3. We will have a ra-
dio set up and are going to be talking about Amateur
radio at 12:30. There will be a free lunch, too.

See you there! Solomon Singer, NH7ZE
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Upcoming Meetings and Events: May 2019

1—Varsity Baseball v. Central Linn, 4:30 p.m. 17—Varsity Track, OSAA 2A State, WOU Monmouth, TBA
Varsity Track @ Oakridge Dual, 4:00 p.m. Plant Sale/Open House, 3:15-6:00 p.m., LHS Greenhouse
2—Varsity Softball @ Oakridge, 4:30 p.m. LHS Drama Performance, 7:00 p.m., Drama Room Theater

3—Varsity Baseball v. Oakridge, 4:30 p.m. 18—Plant Sale/Open House, 10am-2pm, ]THS Greenhouse ‘
Texas Hold ‘em Poker, Lowell Grange, 6:00 p.m. Lowell Grange Open House, Noon-3:00 p.m., 51 E. Third St.
’ ’ LHS Drama Performance, 2:00 p.m., Drama Room Theater
4—Can/Bottle Drive, 10am-Noon, HS Staff Parking lot Texas Hold ‘em Poker, Lowell Grange, 6:00 p.m.

Varsity Softball DH @ Oakland, Noon/2:30 p.m. .
Varsity Track @ Gilchrist Small Schools Meet, 11:00 a.m. 20-23—Buy One Get One Free Bookfair, Lundy Elementary

JH Track District Meet @ Blue River, 11:00 a.m. 21—PTO Meeting, 3:30, Lundy PDC
5—Lowell Grange Breakfast, 8:00-11:00 a.m., 51 East 2nd Street City Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m., Lundy Elem. PDC
Farmers’ Market Planning Meeting, 2:00-4:00, Lowell Fire Hall 23—1JH Track Meet of Champions @ Corvallis, 10:00 a.m.
7—Varsity Baseball @ East Linn Christian, 4:30 p.m. 27—Memorial Day— No School, City Hall closed

City Council Work Session, 7:00 p.m., Lowell Fire Hall

8—Varsity Baseball @ Regis, 4:30 p.m.
Varsity Softball @ Mohawk, 4:30 p.m.

10—Lowell Music State Finals, 9:45 a.m., LaSells Center at OSU
11—Varsity Softball DH v. Riddle, Noon/2:00 p.m.

Varsity Baseball v. Jefferson, Noon

Varsity Track 2A SD3 Special District @ Toledo, TBA M EMURI AL [] AY

13—Community Forum/School Board Meeting, 6:00/7:00 p.m., REMEMBER AND HONOR
Lundy PDC

14—Fire Board Meeting, 7:00 p.m., Lowell Fire Station

Blackberry Jam Committee, 7:00 p.m., Lowell Grange /
|

16—LHS Drama Performance, 7:00 p.m., Drama Room Theater

29—Lundy Elementary Spring Musical, 7:00 p.m., LHS Gym

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
: 31—Senior Potluck Luncheon, Noon, Fall Creek Christian Church
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|



